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Project Background
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How was this 
map created?

Who is discussing 
drought in NC, and 

how often?

How can I find 
out about local 

conditions?

What does 
the forecast 

show?

How is this 
affecting my

sector?

Xiz!epftoǃu!uijt!nbq!
sfgmfdu!dpoejujpot!Jǃn!
seeing in my area?



Project Background
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Goal: Provide relevant, accessible, and actionable drought-
related information to decision makers tailored to specific 
sectors

Pggjdjbm!Ujumf;!ǆInnovating Approaches to Drought 
Dpnnvojdbujpot!xjui!Opsui!Dbspmjob!Efdjtjpo!NblfstǇ

Code Name: Project Nighthawk

The common nighthawk. Photo by Andy Reago 
and Chrissy McClarren, shared under CC BY 2.0.



Informed Consent

6

More information at http://climate.ncsu.edu/nighthawk

Questions?



Project Nighthawk Phases
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Fall 2018 Summer 2020



Key Takeaways from Phase 1

ÅUsers prefer at least partially translated 
information

ÅCurrent and short-range forecasts at county 
and basin scales are very useful for a majority 
of respondents

ÅDrought Monitor maps are widely used, but 
lots of uncertainty surrounds the drought 
monitoring process and its accuracy

ÅRoom for improvement among current 
drought communications



Priorities for Prototype Development

Resources that describe the NC DMAC, its purpose, its weekly 

drought monitoring process, and how this relates to the USDM
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Resources that aggregate statewide or basin -wide conditions03

Resources that relate anticipated short - and long-range conditions 

to drought conditions and local - and sector-specific effects in NC
02

Narratives to accompany NC Drought Map01



Narratives to Accompany the NC 
Drought Map

Priority 1


