Short-Range Outlook for North Carolina

Week 1:

Week 2:
January 15 to 21, 2026

Weeks 3-4:
Jan. 22 to Feb. 4, 2026

January 8 to 14, 2026
70s on Friday
Showers this and Saturday
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A warm front moving through on Friday will push our
temperatures into the low 70s, but that warmth will
be short-lived. A cold front will sweep through on
Saturday night, and cooler air building in behind it will
limit high temperatures to the 40s on Monday.

Wet This Weekend ¢ ™

Rain along the cold front will begin in the Mountains
by Friday night and in the Piedmont on Saturday, with
lingering showers crossing the Coastal Plain early
Sunday. Totals should range from 2 inches or more in
the far west to a half-inch or less in eastern NC.

Forecast Confidence
o Moderate ., There's some uncertainty
N (2 about the timing of rainfall

along the front, but models
have been coming into
better agreement recently.
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guidance from the National Weather Service.
For more information, visit www.weather.gov.
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A reinforcing shot of Arctic air should arrive early this
week, with colder-than-normal temperatures entering
next weekend. After that, forecasts are less certain,
with some showing another round of cold weather
while others bring a late-week warm-up.

Another Dry Winter Week ) g ;g[e;? = X

Some forecasts show a chance of scattered rain or
snow showers at the start of the week ahead of the
Arctic air mass. Once that cold high pressure system
builds in over us, it should cut off any precipitation
chances, especially if temperatures remain cooler.

Forecast Confidence
o Moderar ., Confidence is higher in the
\° (& cooldown early this week

and lower later on due to
differing forecasts about
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é our temperature pattern.
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By late January, the large-scale pattern should see
the jet stream — the boundary between warm and
cool air — shifting north of us. That should keep us
mostly warmer than normal, although any southward
dips of the jet stream could bring brief cooldowns.

Probably Drier, Too ,@

With the jet stream positioned to just our north, most
weather systems are likely to bypass us, keeping us
in a drier pattern through early February. However,
even a small southward shift in the storm track could
offer better precipitation chances at times.

Forecast Confidence
o Moderar ., The uncertainty is largely
\° 9% tied to small changes in the

jet stream position, which
could affect our chances of
any cool or wet weather.
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