
Short-Range Outlook for North Carolina

Increased Fire Danger
A cold frontal passage today will bring wind gusts of 
40+ mph, along with showers and storms totaling 0.5 
to 0.75 inches in many areas. A drier air mass will 
build from the west on Friday, with relative humidities 
less than 35% and gusts up to 30 mph.

Cooler and Dry This Weekend
High pressure moving over our region will drop 
temperatures on Saturday morning into the upper 
30s. While winds will slacken, conditions will remain 
dry through at least next Tuesday, when another 
potential rain system may arrive from the southwest.

Forecast Confidence

The potential for severe 
storms today has slightly 
decreased, but the threat 
of gusty winds remains 
high through Friday night.Ve
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This infographic is based on forecast and outlook 
guidance from the National Weather Service.
For more information, visit www.weather.gov.
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Forecast Confidence

Models agree about the 
initial pattern change, but 
confidence is lower later in 
the week, which could stay 
cooler or turn warm again.Ve
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Forecast Confidence

Recent model runs offer 
limited useful guidance for 
this period. Stay tuned as 
forecasts come into focus 
over the next few weeks.Ve
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        Week 1:
March 31 to April 6, 2022

        Weeks 3-4: 
April 14 to 27, 2022

        Week 2: 
April 7 to 13, 2022

A Big Temperature Swing
This week will begin warm, with high temperatures 
reaching into the 70s or low 80s on Thursday, before 
cooling off into the 50s or 60s as a jet stream trough 
shifts over the eastern US by the weekend. Warmer 
air may return by the middle of the following week.

Limited Rain Chances
A cold front on the leading edge of the cooler air 
mass could bring some rain next Thursday or Friday, 
but current forecasts show this system as moisture- 
limited, so rain amounts would likely be low. The rest 
of the week looks dry with high pressure overhead.

Likely Warmer in Late April
Longer-term model forecasts show little agreement 
about our weather later in the month, but they do 
agree on one thing: our temperatures should be 
above normal overall. Our average highs in late April 
are in the mid-70s, with average lows in the 50s.

Maybe Dry, and Drought Lingers
A warm pattern would likely be a dry one as well, but 
current models show different solutions for our late- 
April precipitation pattern. However, without multiple 
soaking rain events to eliminate seasonal rainfall 
deficits, drought is likely to remain in parts of NC.
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